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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 MOGADI 01082 291056Z 
ACTION SCS-05 

INFO OCT-01 AF-10 ISO-OO L-03 H-02 DHA-02 /023 W 

123715 291103Z/12 

P 291020Z JUN 77 

FM AMEMBASSY MOGADISCIO 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 5008 

UNCLAS MOGADISCIO 1082 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: CARR 

SUBJECT: LEGAL REPRESENTATION AVAILABLE TO AMERICANS ARRESTED 
ABROAD 

FOR SCS 

REF: STATE 147704 

1 . PUBLIC DEFENDERS ARE ASSIGNED TO ALL PRISONERS, INCLUDING 
U.S. NATIONALS, WHO ARE UNABLE TO HIRE PRIVATE COUNSEL ONLY 

IN CRIMINAL CASES IN WHICH POSSIBLE SENTENCE WOULD BE MORE THAN 
TWENTY YEALPRIMPRISONMENT. PUBLIP 
EFENDERS NOT RPT NOT PROVIDED 

IN CIVIL OR CRIMINAL CASES INVOLVING LESSER SENTENCES. 

2. SUCH LEGAL REPRESENTATION IS READILY AVAILABLE, HOWEVER, 
ACCORDING TO SOMALI LAWYERS' ASSOCIATION, PUBLIC DEFENSE WOULD 
NOT BE AS GOOD AS DEFENSE BY PRIVATELY FOUNDED ATTORNEY, EVEN 
THOUGH IN SOMALI DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC INDIVIDUAL CANNOT HIRE 
PARTICULAR LAWYER. EVEN PRIVATELY FUNDED LAWYERS ARE SELECTED 
BY GOVERNMENTAL LAWYERS ASSOCIATION. 

LOUGHRAN 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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